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PREFACE. 


Ar a General Conference of the CuurcH oF JEsus 
Curist oF LaTTeR-DAY Saints, held in Logan, Utah, 
on the 5th of April, 1885, an epistle from the First 
Presidency, addressed to the members of the Church, 
was read to the assembled congregation. Among other 
things set forth, it was shown that, as the male mem- 
bers of the Church, who practice plural marriage are ~ 
estimated as not exceeding but little, if any, two per 
cent. of the entire membership of the Church, it was — 
an act of great injustice to the ninety-eight per cent. to 


be abused and outraged as they are by the high-handed — | 


action of Federal officials, because of the “raid” upon 
alleged violators of the Edmunds law. In view of “this 
_ statement in the epistle, a resolution was offered by 
Apostle Heber J. Grant, that a. committee be appointed | 
by the Conference to draft a series of resolutions and a 
protest to the President of the United States, and to the. 
nation, in which the wrongs the people of this Ter- 
ritory have suffered and are still suffering from the 
tyrannical conduct of Federal officials should be set 

forth specifically and in detail, and asking in respectful 
language for the same treatment to which other citizens 
of the United States are entitled; and to report the 
same to a mass meeting to be afterwards called. The — 
motion on the adoption of the resolution was carried 
unanimously, and Apostle Franklin D. Richards, who 
was presiding, then nominated the following persons, 
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April and entered immediately upon thei 


lity, o’clock p.m., of 
‘the date mentioned. We embrace the oppo nity of 


PREFACE 


who were unanimously sustained by the Conference 
as the Committee on Resolutions and Protest: John T. ~ 
Caine, Wm. Jennings, Feramorz Little, James Sharp, | 


' - Heber J: Grant; John W. Taylor, Orson F. Whitney, 
John Q. Cannon, Junius F. Wells, Thos. G. Webber, 


Franklin S. Riehards, Salt Lake county ; Charles Os. 
Card, Cache county; Abram at Wasatch county ; 
William W. Cluff, Summit county; Willard . Smith, | 
Morgan county; Lewis W. Shurtliff, Weber enw 
Oliver G. Snow, Box Elder county; Samuel 


man, Utah county; Joel- Grover, Juab county; ara 
R. Liewellyn, Sanpete comity B. H.: Roberts, Davis 
- county, and Joseph Kimball, Rich county. ‘i 
This committee met in Salt Lake City early in | 
labors. 


Having completed the “ Declaration of Grievances and 
Protest,” they separated, and m meeti: were 
called to convene in the several counties) of the 
Territory on Saturday, May 2nd, 1885. At each of 
these meetings, the document prepared by the commit- 
tee was read, and unanimously ratified and adopted. : 

The mass meeting for Salt Lake County was held 
in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake ds 


preserving in pamphlet form the of that 
memorable day, with the vigorous d able Shai a 
“descriptive of the wrongs of an oppressed and patriotic 
people, which was read there, and became the voice and 
expression of the mighty multitude present. 7 
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GREAT MASS MEETING. 


FULL REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS. . 


Sart Laxe Ciry, May 2, 1885. ... 


- Lone before the hour announced for to-day’s meet- 
ing the body of the Tabernacle was nearly filled with 
citizens, and up to and after one o’clock additions to 
the vast concourse entered until every seat was filled. 
_ Several bands were in attendance and discoursed some 
excellent music. 

The meeting was called to by William 
Jennings, who nominated Hon. John T. Caine as 
_ Chairman; the nomination was duly ‘seconded and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Caine thanked the people for their a feeling 
and asked for the nomination of a secretary. 

O. F. Whitney nominated H. M. Wells to be sec- 
retary; unanimously sustained. 

Mr. Wells then read the notice calling the meeting. — 

Mr. James Sharp nominated Wm. Jennings, T. G. 
Webber, Elias A..Smith, C. D. Brinton, Miss M. A. 


= 
4 
€ 
? 
‘ 
4 
F 
4 
{ 
4 
4 
? 
t 
> 
e 
2 
‘ 
4 
» 
. 
‘ a 
4 
‘ 
‘ 
¥ 
a 


| 


6 . “MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. | 


Cook and Dr. Romania B. Pratt TR ed | 


they were sustained. 
Assistant secretaries were next put in nomination — 


and Mr. Wm. M. Stewart, of and Mrs. Cornelia 


H. Clayton, of Salt Lake City, a Wa 
| 
The Tabernacle Choir, of which there was'a full 


attendance, sang, “O, say what is Truth?” in a spirited 


and effective manner. 
Apostle Heber J. Grant 1698 p prayer; after 


which the Chairman, 


Hon. JOHN T. ca E 


arose and made the ane speech : 


FEeLLow CITIzENs:— 
We have assembled this heii to consi 
matters which pertain to our welfare, not | only 
as members of a bh hurch, but as citizens of the 
States—men and women who enjoy the {right 
guaranteed by the Constitution of our country to peace- 
ably assemble and petition for redress of grievances. 

The history of the Latter-day Saints is a history of 
persecution brought on by i ice and religious bigo- 
try. The Church had har organized ‘when 

ition began to manifest itself—first in a mild form, 

ut as the Church grew in numbers, it gradually in- 
creased in force and in aggressiveness, and the people 
professing this unpo religion were frequently as-— 
saulted and cat rom their h by mob violence. 
The ostracism of individuals, because of their religion 
in New York, was followed by - mothing of ilies 
in Ohio. 

When the Church as a body settled i in Missou , and 
its members had opened farms, built houses, pl nted 
orchards and established that engine of civilization, the 
lve press, mob violence followed and wreaked its 

ll vengeance upon them. After Pore untold hard- 
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“MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. 7 


ships in endeavoring to protect their homes, they were 
driven from the State at the sacrifice of many precious 
lives, and the loss of their property, including the lands 
_ purchased from the government. | | iia 

- Our people then settled in Illinois, where for a time 
they were prosperous and happy. But the demon per- 
secution was not dead. Priestly intolerance and politi- 
cal jealousy were again aroused, and the Saints were 
annoyed and harrassed in numberless ways. Our lead- 
ers, the Prophet and Patriarch, while under the pro- 


tection of the pledged faith of the State, were cruelly — 
massacred. But the blood of the martyrs proved to be © 


the seed of the Church; for notwithstanding the troubles 


in and around Nauvoo,*Mormonism,” so-called, grew and 


Hourished, and thousands of people flocked to its stand- 
ard both in Europe and America. The persecution in 
Nauvoo continued, and finally resulted in the people 


being compelled to abandon their homes, sacrifice the - 
fruits of their labor, leave the beloyed Temple: which 


they had’ reared at so much cost, and turn their backs 


upon a State which no longer afforded them protection. 
e sick, the infirm, and a mere remnant of the strong» 


to care for the weak and helpless, remained behind un- 
der guarantees of protection to life and property... Punic 
faith was their reward, and they were driven out at the 
mouth of the musket or the point of the bayonet. _ 
It is hard to believe that such outrages could_be en- 
acted in a land dedicated to liberty. A land that was 
to afford an asylum to the oppressed of all nations, un- 
der a government whose flag was supposed to protect 
every man in the right to worshi God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. Yet the people who had 
suffered these wrongs, this treachery, these crimes against 
humanity, and were yet to suffer more, never wavered 
in their allegiance to the United States. They believed 


that under the protecting egis of the Constitution the 


largest liberty, consistent with the rights of others, was 
assured them. With this faith, they set out to finda 
new abiding place far removed from their fellow men, 
who, through ignorance, uncharitableness, envy and 
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had despitefully used them. They meant to 
lace the vast plains, the unknown mountains, and 
dreary, trackless wastes. between themselves and a civil- 
ization which to them had proved barbarism. Across 
the rolling prairies of Iowa, through feyer-laden mor- 
ass, over spring-swollen streams, they reached with in- 
credible toil, Council Bluffs. The es of those who 
fell a prey to disease would, if equally distributed, have 

| more than marked every mile of the way. 

While waiting on the banks of the Missouri, the de- 
mand for the “Mormon” Battalion was made. A body of 
hardy, disciplined men to secure California was needed. 
For the greater part of the able-bodied, young, unmar- 

ried men were either needed in the van as pioneers or | 
had remained behind, widely scattered, working for ’ 
wages wherewith to forward the sick, the 
needy, and the destitute. But the response was 520 
» men, nine-tenths of whom were the only support of 
families. They made the long march. They arrived 
in time to help save California, which had barely 
escaped British occupation. What greater evidence 
‘ could the“Mormons” give of their patriotism and ai 


to the government of the United States. 

Time will not permit me to follow the journeying 
of our people across the plains, to recite the hardships 
they endured, nor recount the many acts of heroism 
displayed during that weary march. ‘Suffice it to say, 
that nearly thirty-eight years ago a little band of 

' American citizens, the pioneers of a homeless people, 
began the work of reclaiming the desert valley of the 
Great Salt Lake. One of their first acts, after returning 

| thanks to Almighty God, who had preserved them from 

' the perils of famine, disease, and savage foes, was to 

| scale Ensign Peak and unfurl to|the breeze the Ameri- 

 . can flag. ey were then on the soil of Mexico, with 
whom the United States were at war, They thus vir- 
a took possession of this country in the name of 
the United States. This was no ordinary manifestation . 
of patriotism. To preserve the peace, to prevent blood- 
shed, to secure an asylum where ee their paster- 
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PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. 


ity might enjoy domestic tranquility, the blessings of 
liberty, the free exercise of religion, the freedom of 
speech, and of the press, and the inherent right of com- 


munity government, they had voluntarily left the land © 


of their birth. At the end of their perilous journey 
finding themselves in the territory of a foreign power, 
they raised the flag under which they were born, and 
dedicated their new-found home to liberty, and repub- 

otwithstanding the forbidding surroundings, the 
- young colony grew and prospered.- The “Mormon” 
ioneers were an agricultural and pastoral people. 


hey believed that the sure and permanent foundation. 


of a community’s wealth and greatness was in tilling 
the soil. They stood firm to their faith through all the 


mad excitement of 1849, and succeeding years, while 
the gold fever raged. They cultivated friendly relations | 


with their Indian neighbors, dealt fairly and honestly 
with them as they have always done with the rest o 
mankind. Common trials, dangers, tribulations and 
sufferings had taught them self-reliance and constancy, 
An abiding faith in God was the well-spring of their 
wonderful success. This and community co-operation 
were and still are the secrets of the unexampled growth 
of the “Mormon” people. I venture nothing in asserting 
that no other people would have dared to undertake 
the removal of a large colony more than thirteen hun- 
dred miles across trackless plains, bearing with them 
the implements of industry, means of subsistence, herds 
_ of cattle, flocks of sheep, droves of horses, seed grain, 
and all the essentials of domestic economy. The best 


equipped and most army could 


scarcely have accomplish journey. Any other 
ae ye would have been disheartened when their eyes 

rst rested upon the valley of the Great Salt Lake. It 
- was not an inyiting land of promise, with all its natural 


beauty —grand, snow-cap mountains, and lake-- 
studded plains—as they viewed them from the mouth © 


of Emigration Canyon. An oppressive desolation 


_ brooded over a sigebrush plain, which makes even the | 
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| 
hopeful heart of the enthusiast sink ‘and the eyd of 
faith grow dim. Contemn our faith, scoff at our credu-. 
lity, despise our creed, but look at what we have! ac-) . 
complished and see what we are. (Applause.) — 
In 1850 the census showed 11,380 souls in the Ter-' 
ritory of Utah. A far different sight now met the eyes: 
_ of the emigrants, weary, footsore, emaciated with hun- 
- ger and suffering, as they gazed from the mouth of 
- Emigration Canyon on the prospect before them. 
Fields of waving grain, bright silvery streams of 7 | 
growing fruit trees, houses and the signs of human life. 
A city of more than five thousand souls, with broad: 
streets, green, grass-covered plats, neat homes, embow- 
ered in bright flowers, surrounded by well tilled gar- 
dens, had sprung up as if by magic, where three years 
before only desolation reigned. 
In 1849 a form of civil government was demanded. 
The people were of one religious faith. Their chutch 
organization, acknowledged to be the most verfect i 
existence, was complete. Here was an excellent oppor- 
tunity to establish an ecclesiastical government. Not 
a government of Church and State of which carpers 
prate so much, but a government of the Church with- 
out the State. For there was no State. Was such a 
government organized? It was not. On the contrary, — 
a convention was called, to which delegates were ap- | 
“pointed, who when they met adopted a constitution, 
modelled after the constitutions of other States. | It 
was republican not only in form but in essence. e 
designated it a provisional government and resolved 
that it should supply our wants “(until the Congress| of 
the United States should otherwise provide.” Remem- 
ber, that no form of government had at this time been 
rovided for any portion of the vast territory acquired 
m. Mexico by treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,two - | 


ears previous. All civil organizations originating - 
the Republic of Mexico, became by 7 
that treaty. We then declared that “civil government 
and laws are omen: Sa the security, peace and pros- 
t 
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“MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. 11 

> | 
fundamental principle in all republican governments, 
that all political power is inherent in the people; and a 
vernment instituted for their protection, security and 
benefit, should emanate from the same.” Does this 
sound like a union of Church and State?) I think 


not. The only union of Church and State which has — 


ever existed in Utah, is the union which exists among 
us as a religious people, a people the influence of whose 
religion permeates everything, our social. life, our 
temporal welfare, no less than our spiritual and eternal 
happiness. It is in a modified form the influence 
which the pilgrim fathers exercised in the settlement 


of the New England States, and from whom we receive — 


much of our civilization and the fundamental princi- 


ples of our, republican institutions. The exerciseof | 


this religious influence is neither illegal nor unconsti- 
tutional. 


nized the justice of our demands for a civil government, 


and the Organic Act of the Territory of Utah became. 


a law, September 9, 1850, and Brigham Young, the 


chief founder of Utah, was appointed Governor. Others 
of our citizens were appointed to Federal offices, and for — 


a time we enjoyed in a measure the sacred right of local 
self-zovernment. The people of Utah prospered. The 
work of reclaiming the desert was an arduous under- 
taking. Irrigation ‘necessitated engineering skill and 
were, individually and collectively, 
without capital, other than physical strength, industry, 
tience, perseverance and a confident reliance upon 
im who had led us to this promised land. Our labors 

- were rewarded beyond our expectation. . re 
_ But evil days were soon to come again, Federal offi- 
- cials, strangers to our faith, men having no interest in 
common with our people, were sent amongst us. One 
who disgraced the ermine’‘he so unworthily wore, in the 
hope of warding off the dis his misconduct merited, 
spread in the east false and unfounded stories of ‘“ Mor- 
mon” disloyalty and “Mormon” wickedness. The accu- 
sations were months in reaching the ears of the accused, 


The Congress of the United States promptly recog- 
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12 “MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. 


Tho Federal authorities acted hastily and imiptovidentiy. 
An army was sent to chastise an unoffending people; 
. to subdue an imaginary insurrection.| It is not neces- 
sary to dwell on the oft-told tale. The wrong medita-— 
ted resulted to our re Our vindication was | 
complete. The army sent to lay waste our country and © 
punisk our people, proved a means of developing a 
prosperity which, but for this adventitious circumstance, 
would have been delayed many years. For a while,. 
however, the impending calamity seemed inevitable. ° 
A flight to the mountains was contemplated. The pre- 
parations for another hegira were made. The fruits’ of 
bar of labor were doomed. The desolation that reigned 
efore we came was, so far as man could undo what 
man had done,to be resumed. Butithe same Providence. 
that had watched over His chosen le of old, did not 
abandon us in this great peril. He raised up friends 
and deliverers even among our enemies. Those evil 
days past, our progress was truly wonderful, and we had 
- much to be thankful for. The tyranny of small-souled 
Federal officials sent here to rule over us did not hinder 
_ our growth or check our prosperity. | | 
he opening of the mines brought hosts of strangers 
into the Territory. These people were ignorant of our 
history; they understood not our religion, nor did they 
comprehend our social system. As arule they made 
no investigation, but condemned us unheard. Unprin- 
cipled demagogues, toeaccomplish their own selfish — 
ends, backed by priests and Federal officials, sought to 
carry the new comers against the “Mormons.” Thé 
most outrageous misrepresentations were heralded forth 
and_published broadcast throughout the country. A 
pular sentiment was manufactured against our people. 
he clergy took up the hue and cry, the religious element 
was appealed to, and hundreds of |petitions, signed by 
thousands of names, were srenink 4 to Congress pray- 
, ing for legislation to stamp out polygamy—to crush 
“Mormonism.” Numerous bills drawn in Salt Lake 
were forwarded to Con and their immediate pass- 
age urged, being in the estimation of their several 
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“MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE.. 13. 


authors the only means that could save the country 


from “Mormon” domination. After years of effort, 
these agitators succeeded in having Congress pass legis- 
lation inimical to the people of Utah. The bills passed 
were not what they wanted. They had hoped to get 
laws that would give them the control of the Territory, 
its offices and its treasuries. When the Edmunds bill 
was passed it was condemned by the anti-Mormon ring 


in Utah. Itdid not gofarenough. It brought trouble — 


upon the “Mormons,” but it did not help the clique of 
hungry adventurers. It gave them neither office nor 
appropriation. , Little or no éffort was made to enforce 

e criminal provision of that law till after the election 
of President Cleveland. When it was thought that all 
hopes of’ the passage of the legislative commission 
_ scheme were lost,an effort had to be made to retain the 

present Republican office-holders. They must render 


themselves indispensable to the country. They have 
sought to create a public sentiment in their favor, which 


would prevent the President from removing them. 


How these anti-Mormon laws have been adminis- . 


tered by the Federal officials are matters of current his- 
tory. ws which on their face are general, applicable 


to all citizens alike, have been so construed by commis-_ 


sioners and courts as to render them applicable to “ Mor- 
mons” only. It is against this one-sided administration 
of law that we protest. It is the wrongs which the peo- 
ple of this Territory have suffered and are still suffer- 


ing, from the tyrannical conduct-of Federal officials — a 


that we are here to consider. Let us proceed to their 
consideration with candor and sobriety; ever remember- 
ing that we are American citizens and free men, not 


'. slaves. For myself I will say that while I respect and 


reverence the Constitution and laws of my country, 
while I am devoted to republican institutions, and bow 
to the majesty of the law, my patriotism does not re- 
uire me to cringe and bow, or do the bidding of every 

ederal official in our midst who chooses to set up a 
Gesler’s cap. We are here in the interest of , to 
declare our grievances and ask for redress. We hope 
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that our petition will be listened tol and our reasonable 
request granted. But if not we shall have done our 
duty, to ourselves and our children. | Let us hand down 
to them unsullied, so far as in our power, the glorious 


| _heritage of American liberty. | 


The speech was interrupted with frequent bursts of 
approval, and at the close the applause was loud and 


prolonged. 
“Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,” by the d. 
Mr. O. F: Wurrney was introduced, and read the 
Declaration and Protest in a clear, distinct and effective 
style, emphasizing with force and impressiveness, which 
was recognized by the multitude listeners by fre- 
quent outbursts of applause. ol , 


DECLARATION AND PROTEST. 
To His Excellency the President, and the People of the 


FELLOW CITIzENs:— | 
A condition of affairs imperiling the vital interests 
of the vast majority of the people of Utah and their 
co-religionists in the neighboring States and Territories, 
impels us, their representatives, to address you. Our 
rights as American citizens are trampled upon, and be- 
lieving it our imperative duty, in the presence of such 
a danger, to protest against the gigantic evil which 
threatens, not only our liberties, but the liberties of 
every freeman, we, in general mass meeting assembled, 
in the name of freedom, justice and) humanity, make 
this appeal for relief and protection. 

We are unpopular with our fellow countrymen; it 
is our religion which makes us so; are a small mi- 
nority in their midst; but we have yet to learn that 
these are grounds upon which to justify, in a land of 
liberty, the acts of oppression — we as a peaple, a 
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from the. beginning of our history, have been made to 
suffer. 3 | | 
__ As to our religious faith, it is based upon evidence, 
which to our minds is conclusive; convictions not to be 
destroyed by legislative enactments or judicial decis- 
ions. Force may enslave the body, but it cannot con- 
- vinee the mind. To yield, at the demand of the legis- 
lator or the judge, the rights of conscience, would prove 
us recreant to every duty we owe to God and man. . 
Among the principles of our religion is that of 
immediate revelation from, God; one of the doctrines 
so revealed is celestial or plural marriage, for which os- 
tensibly, we are stigmatized and hated. This is a vital 
part of our religion, the decisions of courts to the con- — 
trary notwithstanding. Even the Utah Commission- 
_ concede this. In their report to the Secretary of the 
Interior, November, 1884, speaking of plural marriage, 
they say: “This article of their faith is as much an es- 
sential and substantial part of their creed, as their be- 
lief in baptism, repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
‘and the like. * orthodox Mormons 
believe polygamy to be right, and that it is an essential 
part of their creed.” | 
- That the Latter-day Saints should view this asa 
rinciple of their religion may require explanation. 
olygamy, as understood among occidental nations, is 
a system of sensuality, and it is difficult for people 
among them to conceive how it can be eunelohed sulle 
pure religion. But the Latter-day Saints believe that 
_ the marriage relation is one which, when properly sol- 
emnized here, exists in eternity. Every faithful woman 
in the Church believes that in order to insure her ex- 
altation in the presence of God and the Lamb, she 
should be married or sealed to an upright, faithful man. 
Acting upon this belief, these alliances are formed 
while on the earth, upon the principle that the man is 
not without the woman nor the woman without the 
man in the Lord. They firmly believe that God has © 
revealed this to them asa-‘command. But while patri- 
archal marriage, as it is termed, is a part of their faith — 
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and practice, they have no idea that it should obese 
universal. The equality of the sexes, if no other rea- 
son, would prevent this. It is a mistaken idea that 
our Church favors the propagation of this doctrine or 
‘seeks to establish it. as a universal system. At the 
same time we fully believe that women should be mar- 
ried, even if two or three of them, ie in the family of 


Abraham, Jacob and others, become the wives of. 


one’man. Instead, therefore, of our system of marriage 
promoting sensuality, experience has proved that it 
- checks it; and instead of being tive of the family 
relation, it is preservative of it. | 

Plural marriage was publicly proclaimed a doctrine 
of the Church in 1852. Congress declared it a crime 
in 1862; but the law enacted against it remained f 
seventeen years a dead letter, the Federal officials hesi- 
tating to enforce it, as if they doubted its constitution- 
ality. The law of 1862 was not declared constitutional 
until the 6th of January, 1879. Plural marriage, there- 
fore, was openly taught and practised ten years before 
any law existed against it; and twenty-seven years had 
elapsed from the time of its first public promulgation, 
until the Supreme Court decided the law to be constitu- 
- tional. Thus it is apparent that plural marriage was 
not introduced in violation of law, but the law was en- 
acted against this principle of our religion. . 


The charges of treason and rebellion made against 


our people, are as absurd as they are untrue. We have 
given too many proofs of our loyalty for such ac¢usa- 
tions to have weight. Thrice driven) from our homes, 
and while fleeing from the confines of the nation which 
_ refused us protection, a call was made upon us for| five 

hundred men to assist in fighting our country’s battles 


in Mexico. They were promptly furnished, though it: 
took the flower of the camp —the able bodied mén of 
that band of refugees. They left their mothers, wives - 


and little ones, encamped in tents and wagons upon the 
prairies, and performed an un leled march of two 
thousand miles, over barren plains and bleak mountains, 


for 


i 


to the scene of action, where they rendered signal ser- 
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vice in their country’s cause. The niain body of the 


exiles continued their western flight until they reached 


the Rocky Mountains, where they unfurled the Stars 
and Stripes, which had led their desert march, and two 
years after framed a republican constitution and applied 
for admission as a State into the Union. Are these 


evidences of disloyalty? 


_ All through our history the general government 
has seemed to regard us less as loyal American citizens 
than as a dangerous alien element. It may have been 
induced at times to recognize that we had some justice 
on our side, but it has never come to our defense. To 
a delegation which narrafed in burning words the story 
of our wrongs in Missouri, the chief magistrate of the 


nation made the humiliating confession that thongh s 


our cause was just he could do nothing for us. ' 

land whose Constitution, in the language of its framers, 
was hoped to be broad enough to shelter under its man- 
tle the Jew, the Mohammedan, the Pagan, as well as 


the Christian, has searcely been able to tolerate, much 
less to protect, the numerically insignificant “Mormons.” — 
The general government has ever manifested a 


readiness to give ear to the unsupported charges of evil- 


disposed persons against us, and has sought to correct © 


all evils with extreme rigor. We point particularly 


to the inglorious crusade of 1857-8, known as the “Mor- 


mon War,” based upon the falsehoods of a Federel offi- 
cial, when the Executive dispatched an army to whip 
us into a loyalty, from which, on investigation, it was 
roved.we had never departed. Our rebellion was 
found to be, what it always has been, the mere creation 
of an enemy’s fancy. be | 
The authorities at Washington have disregarded 


_our rights in the matter of | self-government. As 


early as 1849 the people of Utah framed a State consti- 


. tution, and applied for admission.into the Union. 


Their application was repeated, as conditions became 
more favorable, first. in 1856, again in 1862, then in 1872, 
and lastly in 1882, and each.time has been ignored. 
A Territorial government is not a republican institution ; 
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but for thirty-five years we have : compelled ac- 


cept the colonial conditions which it imposes, and 
denied the most precious of all rights—that of self- 
government. Only for the first ten) years of our exist-. 
ence in the mountains, were we vouchsafed this precious 
boon to any considerable degree, during which timea . 


- man of our choice occupied the position of governor; 


We possess every qualification for statehood — popula- 
tion, wealth, stability of commerce) and society. | No 
reasonable excuse can be assigned for the of our 
application. We submit that it should, of right, be — 
considered and favorably acted upon, 

It has been the undeviating poli¢y to send rs 
into our midst as governors, judges, prosecuting attor- 
neys and marshals, men who, with honorable exceptions, — 


‘had no interest in the common welfare. We complain 


not only of the personal character of these officials, and 
that they have acted the part of petty despots among 
us, trampling on our liberties, assuming prerogatives 
they never could presume to exercise except among so 


eelings, but also that where this disposition /has 
not been sufficiently Seer ular clamor, tend- 
ing to engender and develop it, has been so strong that 


_ fair minded, just men have enjoyed but short terms of 


office, while those who possessed the one qualification of 
hatred of the “Mornron” people were kept secure in 
seats which they almost daily disgraced. — | 
We complain of repeated manifestations of ill- 
ing from the parent government. Even in small coun- 
try towns “ Mormon” postmasters have been displaced 
for strangers—in some instances mere transients, who 
in many cases have been retained in office although 
serious charges, supported by evidence sworn to by |re- 
pu table citizens, have been preferred against them. 
‘Mormons” have been frequently removed without 
just cause. The names of post-offices in towns named 
for leading and beloved citizens—men who laid the 
foundation of the Territory’s prosperity — allojbhed | 
changed at the whim or suggestion of some small 
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bigot or insignificant minority of petitioners, the Fede 
government in all these movements using its power 
prejudicially to the great majority of the people. 

Our numerous petitions, protests and memorials in 
our own defense have been usually passed over un- 
noticed, while petitions urging governmental action 

inst us, from religious denominations, unacquainted 
_ with us except from hearsay, have been accorded con- 
sideration and generally acted upon. Sixty-five thou- 


sand names appended to a document asking foranin- 


vestigation of Utah situation before the Edmunds 
act should be passed—the signatures of the people 
directly interested, were cast aside as of no moment, and 
the odious law was pushed to its consummation. 

The Commissioners appointed under the Edmunds 
law have ly abused the authority conferred upon 
them, and have usur extraordinary, illegal and 
arbitrary powers. While their-sole duty under the law 
was to appoint registration and election officers and to 
canvass the returns and issue certificates of election to 
members of the Legislative{f Assembly, they have ille- 

ly assumed to exercise important legislative and 
Judicial functions. — 
They officiously formulated an unauthorized and 
illegal expurgatory test oath, covering the whole life of © 
the individual, and required each elector in the Terri- 
tory to take it before he could register or vote: and by 
their order, the names of all persons who failed to take 
this oath were stricken from the registry list. They so 
constructed the test oath that it could not be taken by 
any person who had ever lived in polygamy, or who co- — 
habited with more than one woman “ in the marriage 
relation,” but it could be, and was taken by persons who 
cohabited with more than one woman not in the mar- 
riage relation—thus disfranchising only “ Mormons” 
and permitting non-Mormon violators of the law to re- 
gister and vote. | | 
| They have arbitrarily assumed to exercise legisla- 
tive powers by the promulgation of rules and orders 
which, in effect, materially changed the existing laws 
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and excluded from the polls thousands of legal ere 
who have since been restored to the privileges of elect- 
ors by the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

They have presumed to exercise the highest order 
of judicial authority, by declaring ywid the acts of} the 


Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah which 


ee for the election of Territorial officers, and they 
ave arbitrarily, and without authority of law, forbidden 
and prevented the canvass and return of any votes cast 
for these officers since the of the Edmunds/law 


_ thus‘completely nullifying and abrogating statutes of . 


the Territory which have received the implied sanction 
of Congress, and have never been pronovnced invalid 
by the courts, but which have been in force and acted 
upon as valid laws for many years.) | 

They have constituted themselves a Supreme Tri- 
bunal for the determination of all matters in the Terri- 
tory pertaining to elections and the qualifications of 
voters, and their opinions and orders upon these jsub- 
jects have been rded by ne ame as the su- 
preme law of the land.. bY 

They have grossly abused their authority in the 
appointment of registration officers by selecting for 


such position, whenever possible, such persons as 


belong to the anti-Mormon faction, denying to the! ma- 
jority party, whose members comprise four-fifths of the 
population of the Territory, representation among the 
registrars. And in the appointment of judges of elec- 
tion they have either refused the majority party any 
representative at all or have only leven it one of the 
three in each precinct. 

| °y have assumed to be charged, as the represen- 
tatives of the Federal Government here, with the duty 


_ of suppressing polygamy, and have presumed to advise 


the President and Congress as to the kind of legislation 

they deemed necessary for that purpose, recommending ~ 
the most radical and extreme measures, thereby show- 
ing themselves the pronounced of the “ 


mon” people. — | | 
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We complain of the injustice done us by the United 


States officials sent to execute the laws: they have gen- | 
erally allied themselves with sectarian priests and pol-— 


itical adventurers, lending their executive or judicial 

influence to foment local excitement, and d de us in 

the estimation of people abroad. j 

| The Governors of Utah, :possessi 
power, have usually been despotic in 
acts 


elr ministerial 


"Governor Shaffer in 1870 forbade the militia to 


muster, drill or assemble for any purpose. So far was 
this order carried into effect that the aid of Federal 
- troops was invoked to prevent the marching of a com- 
pany of militia in Salt Lake City in a public celebra- 
tion of the anniversary of American Independence. - 

_ The present Governor especially, has acted the part 
of a petty tyrant. - : 
_ In his official m and rts, in his contri- 
butions to the press, and in his public addresses, he has 
persistently misrepresented the state of affairs in Utah, 
and seized upon every opportunity to arouse popular 
prejudice and hatred against her people. 

He sought to defeat the expressed will of the peo- 
ple by declaring a man receiving 1,357 votes elected 
over one for whom 18,568 votes were cast. 

He endeavored without authority of law to dis- 
place the officers of the Territory elected by the people, 
and fill their places with men of his own appointing. | 
- He has accused us of a lack of interest in educa- 
tional matters, but when a bill was by our Leg- 


islature to build a University, he 
bul 


refused to sign it; ing, however, was e 

- with means advanced by private citizens and stands a 
monument. to his shame. 

~The Edmunds act contemplates the discontinuance 
of the Utah Commission so soon as the Territorial Leg- 
islature should provide for. filling the registration and 
election offices under the local laws; but when a bill 
was submitted to him providing for this, in full con- 
formity to the 5 Tenet law. and other acts of Con- 


ne absolute veto . 
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relation or outside of it, is made 


from prosecution, walks the streets in open day. 


gress, he vetoed the bill and thus continued the Com- 
missioners in office,contrary to the intention of Congress, 


_ to the annoyance of the people of Utah, and. rm 9187 


expense of the nation. 


The last Legislature passed a bill anpactioning the 
saenerneanien the Territory. This bill was drawn 


in accordance with the Governor’s suggestions, but 


i . n it was presented to him for his signature, he 


treated it with silence, thus the 


legislators and the people who elected them 


These and many other similar acts brand him 
despot, unworthy to govern among his Frat | 
The Edmunds law which not only provides for the _ 
punishment of polygamy, but cohabitation, with 
more than one woman, whether im the marriage 
‘Operate upon one 
class of people only —the “Mormons;”—and. yet of the 
a class who transg the law the n 
7 The paramour of mistresses, and harlots, 


No 


United States official puts a “spotter” on his trail, or 
makes an effort to drag his of shame and guilt 
before a judge and jury for investigation and punish-— 
ment. But note the contrast: ; 
In Utah, Idaho and Arizona ¢ concerted ult is 
made upon the “Mormon ” pat le. 
“Spotters.” and spies 6 oe eir footsteps. ators 
thrust themselves into bedchambers and. watch at win- 
dows. Children are questioned npon the streets as to 
the marital relations of their nts. Families are 


dragged before Commissioners and grand juries, vo on 


pain of punishment for contempt, are compelled 
tify against their fathers and husban wey 
women are made to answer shamefully, indecent ques- 
tions as to the ‘sexual relations of men and women. 
Attempts are made to bribe men to 08 up) cases 
their. neighbors. Notoriously isreputable 


tions. 


¥ 
1 
? 
‘ 
. 
} 
‘ 
eg 
th 
r i 
| 
4: 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
ij 
| 
4 


“MORMON” PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE. 23 


Contrary to good law, persons accused of crime are 


esteemed guilty until they prove themselves innocent. 


The burden of proof rests upon the accused instead of 
upon the accuser. Trial by jury in the Territories is no _ 
longer a safeguard against injustice to a “Mormon” ac- 
cused of crime. Accusation is equivalent to conviction. 
Juries are packed to convict, and if they fail to find a 
verdict against the accused when he is a “Mormon,” in- 
sult and abuse are heaped oppR them by the anti- | 
Mormon press. Men, fearful of not obtaining justice in 
‘the courts, dre avoiding arrest, believing no fair and 
impartial trial can be had under existing circumstances. 
_ There are persons in the community who contrac- | 
ted plural marriage before there was any law against 
the practice, and who have not since entered into such 
relations. After the passage of the Edmunds Act, and 
out of déference to its requirements, they ceased to co- 
habit with their plural wives. Such men have violated 
no law and yet they are harassed and prosecuted. 

In sage ere of this crusade, which bears all the 
aspect of a religious persecution, business relations are 
disturbed; values of every kind unsettled; neighbor- | 
hoods agitated and alarmed; and property of the peo- 
ple generally jeopardised. It not only affects alleged 
violators of the law, but those who are innocent of 
transgressing it. It works a hardship upon the entire 
community, upon the innocent as well as the guilty. | 
The overwhelming majority of the “Mormon” peo- 

ple are mon ists, and but a small percentage are 
even suspected. of violating the law. In the name of — 
this great majority, we pray that this unusual, cruel and 
partial administration of the law shall cease. “ope 
| If the “conscience of the le” demand that 
the law be enforced, let it be snteeta in all the, Terri- 
tories and in the District of Columbia as well as in Utah— 
upon Jew and Gentile as well as upon the “Mormon.” 
‘These are some of our grievances. Now hear our 
_ We protest against unfair treatment on the part of 
the general government. 
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We protest against a continuance of T 
bondage, subversive of the rights of freemen 
trary to the spirit of American institutions. 

We protest against anal legislation, the 
popular prejudice and religious interference. : 

We protest against the conscience of one class of 


citizens being’ made the criterio by which to judge 

We protest against the tyranny of Federal officials, 

and. the continuance in office | disgrace 


their positions and use their official powers as 
of oppression. 
We protest against the partial admini 
the Edmunds law—the punishing of one 
practising their religion, and exempting from prosecu- 
tion the votaries of lust and crime. 
: We protest against the breaking up of family rela- 
tions formed previous to the passage of the Edmunds 
law, and the depriving of women and children of the 
_ support and protection of their husbands and fathers. 
We protest against the p tion of | persons, 
many of whom are infirm and aged, who entered into 
plural RS before it was declared a crime and have 
never violated any law. 


We respectfully ask for th a ere by the 


f men who 
means 


President of a commission to fairly and thoroughly in- 

vestigate the Utah situation; an nding its report 

we solemnly protest against mi ntinuance of this 
merciless crusade. | | 


The reading of the Declaration and Protest was in- 
' terrupted throughout with the most telling applause, 
while at the close the demonstration continued for 
several minutes after Mr. WHITNEY shad taken his seat. 

‘James SHarP moved that the meeting adopt the 
Declaration and Protest as read. ~_—e the adoption, 
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JOHN Q@ CANNON, 
On being introduced to the ‘meeting, spoke as foll ows: 
Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: — | 


I am earnestly :in favor of adoption.as the sense of 
this mass meeting, the declaration of grievances and 
protest, which has been read. I trust it will receive the 
unanimous endorsement, not only of this vast assem- 
blage, but also that of the entire, much-abused and 
greatly wronged‘community which inhabit these moun- 
tain vales. It is indeed a strange movement in Ameri- 
can history— this remonstrating of two hundred thou- 
sand citizens against the infliction and continuance of 
wrongs which freemen, the world over, would not sit 
calmly down and submit to— and it indicates a lament- 
able departure from the spirit and design of the noble 


men who gave us the system of government of which | 
we are so proud. It points with deadly warning to the - 


fact that weakness—nay, decay—is showing itself 
somewhere in the glorious fabric. It causes untold sor- 
row to those who are so powerless as to be made to suf- 
fer, and grave concern to those who desire to see our 
institutions perpetuated and our country’s fair name re- 
main unsullied. But it makes easy the task of calling 
attention to and designating the seat of the trouble. 
The true friend of nen. overnment, like the true friend 
of man, hesitates not to declaim against everything im- 
pure, debasing and demoralizing. Under such circum- 
stances the patriot or the philanthropist regards it his 
bounden duty to bring all agencies into action to correct 
the evils which, unchecked, can only. bring destruction 
and distress. Where the patriot is also the sufferer, 
‘love of country and liberty is reinforced by love of home 
and faniily and life. If he then can tamely bow to, or 
at most mournfully groan over the sad. condition of 


affairs, he is worse than craven— he is unworthy the © 


name of man. Let this much be said to those, if any 
such there be among us, who would shrink from 
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the scanning of motives and perhaps the unfavor- 
able criticism which the taking of this step may 
involve. It is ible that there are some who doubt 
the wisdom of thus boldly presenting our case. There 
may be some who are unable to see wherein the inno- 
cent, as they call them, have any cause to complain; 
who could only wish that business was not quite so dis- 


. turbed nor trade so dull; who can only anticipate from 


this movement one result—that those who put them- 
selves on record as sympathizing with the accused class 
of the community will themselves be'placed under the 
ban for their pains. They would recommend a grace- 
ful yielding to the public pressure, a deference to the 
inions of” men hundreds or thousands of miles away 

who know nothing for themselves of our practices and. 
bélief and who would erect their consciences as the un- 
changeable standard by which to judge other men’s 
areal, ' Beware of such false friends. The nation 
can il] afford to number many such citizens. They are 
an element of weakness in any community or country 
of which they are a party. -Their friendship is fickle 
as the wind, their patriotism a mere sentiment of ex- 
pediency. Principle with them is outweighed by policy, 
and in order to preserve peace and avoid friction they 
would prefer to make any concession to crook the freg- 
nant hinges of the knee at any despot’s bidding. But 
the great pulk of our people are made of sterner stuff. 
They have not breathed in vain the pure, free air of 
the mountains in which they are intrenched, and have 
learned to most heartily hate every stripe of tyranny 
whether coming from the great or the insignificant. 
Our contempt for shallow-brained bigots is not lessened 
by the fact that such characters are sometimes sent to 
judge and rule us. ‘We do not hold those guiltless who 

send and instruct these men and we await, perhaps with — 
impatience, the day of reckoning for all wrongs, which 
day issure tocome. We are not afraid to protest againt 
that which we know to be wrong, and we do not pro- » 
pose to present our requests and state our grievatices in 
cringing tones of supplication. - We know the rights 
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and privileges which we as free men are entitled to and 
we know they are denied us. It is necessary to dwell 
on the causes which make this strange step a compul- 
sory one and which embolden us to venture it. We re- 
_ vere the memory of the fathers who protested and at 
last rebelled against the oppression which the parent 
government sought to exercise. We find much to ad- 
mire in the manly stand they took in resisting each new 
imposition of obnoxious laws and regulations. We 
read with oretete breath and bounding pulse of 

their seven long, trying years of fighting, weakened by 
hardship and bowed down with disappointment. We 
glory in their final triumph over every obstacle. Then 
when they had shaken off the foreign yoke and were 
free, without knowing exactly what to do with their 


ie freedom, and we wonder how they will use the prize so. 


‘dearly won, our profoundest admiration is challenged 
_by the glorious instrument their brightest minds framed, 
and we thank God daily for such ancestors, such rare 
manhood and such a Constitution. We teach our chil- 
dren that the American flag is their flag, and that they 

must never brook an insult to it. They grow up to re- 
| America as the land of the free, where every man. 
is guaranteed every legitimate right. What must be 
their feelings when they see the fathers who taught them 
patriotism, hunted and persecuted like the vilest feloris, 
and the pure mothers at whose knees they lisped their 
earliest prayers, branded with a name of infamy, and 
all under cover of constitutional law? Who can expect 
them to maintain that high respect for the law which 
all should have, whten they hear its officers declare that 
certain enactments are not aimed at vice? but at the 
practice of a principle of religion! How can they ex- 
— the acts of those who from pulpit, press and plat- | 
orm loudly demand the execution of the law in Utah, 
' but who wink at greater evils nearer home, unless they 

— are allowed to rd them as busy hypocrites? What — 
can be said in defense of the heartless, hungry crowd 
who wish to see a whole community, industrious, happy 
and prosperous though they may be, uprooted ¢nd scat- 
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tered because a small percentage of their numbers are 

_ found to be living in a marital state which Congress de- 
clares to be criminal. A delegation representing 1,000 
Christian ministers take it upon themselves to urge the 
President of the United States to have the law here 
vigorously enforced. But pe 4 here only? | Did they 
think the nation at large needed no correction of mor- 
als? Why at least was not the enforcement of the same 
law in all the Territories and even in the immaculate 
District of Columbia, where Congressmen most do con- 
gregate, asked for with equal earnestness. tT | 
These are some of the reasons’ Many others might 

be mentioned, which impel me to give my, vote for the 
adoption of this expression of our views. The times 
are perilous. The nation seems willing to have the 
safeguard of religious freedom stricken down in the 
case of the “ Mormons.” We are disposed to protest against 
this. We owe it to ourselves and to our children to let. 
our voices be heard in no uncertain sound upon this 
_ all-important question. It might be smoothed over for 
_.a time, the day when the issue is to be made might be 
poned. But no right-minded man in the commun- 

ity can entertain such an idea at any sacrifice of his 
manhood or his honor. We are sailing gale Lat 


treacherous channels and under lowering cli Let us 
not be led into the error of attempting to shoot the 
rapids, for so sure as we do, we leave the whirlpool to 
our posterity. | 

| The speaker was vociferously dpplauded through- 
out the entire delivery. | | 


JUNIUS F. WELLS 
Was next introduced to the meeting. He said: 
Mr. Cuarrman anv Fetrow ZENS —: 


I feel for one very deeply the importante of the 
occasion that has called us sy wn From the time of 
the passage of the Edmunds law, jin reflecting upon 
some of+ its provisions, I have saa that we oped it to 
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ourselves, we ei are assailed by it, to protest against 


_its wicked impositions upon us, in the most emphatic — 


manner. _ By its provisions, and the manner in which 
they are being executed, that which is dearest to the 
-hearts of all honorable men is assailed, bitterly, relent- 
lessly assailed — the home—which every man of honor 
must protect and maintain. We -have been singled out 


and are persecuted because our homes are not con- 


structed upon the plan and principle that meets with 
favor among’a people hundreds or thousands of miles 
away from us. Men, descendants of the founders of 


this nation, who trace their lin to the Pilgrim Fa-— 


thers, to those who came to this land of America that 
they might enjoy religious freedom, and that the 

might exercise the principle of human liberty —suc 

men, in the spirit that characterized the forefa- 
thers, the spirit of reform, the disposition to benefit 
-mankind, to extend his liberties, to make him wiser, 
_and purer, and better, and nobler in every respect; who 
have fostered as the truest desire and aim of their lives, 


the spirit that lead their forefathers to this land—such | 


men are to-day persecuted. because of that spirit and 
- that disposition. Let me show this, if it is possible for 


me to do so, at the risk of being considered egotistical, 


by the incident of my own family — of myself. If it were 
not for the system of marriage that the Latter-day 
Saints have accepted, have entered into and ‘iractiabd, 
I would not be. But in the consciousness of my being 
there is nothing of which I am prouder than m 
origin. I have not yet seen, I have not yet heard, I 
have not yet learned why I have not as a right on 


this earth as any of the sons of God that inhabit it. 


(Applause.) But my birthright, the birthright of those 
whom I represent— a numerous class in this Territory 
—is called in question. In this land of American lib- 
erty, of democracy, of equal rights, there is no such 
thing as royal birth; there’ is no such thing as olass 
distinction—not in the spirit of our institutions; ‘al- 
though the inclination to erect such classes is growing, 
is being developed, by the craven admiration of mon- 
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archial institutions which obtdins among the wealthy, 
not through fostering the spirit of democracy and love 
of our country. Because of our birth we are = pre 
tized by the action of the National Congress. We are 
singled out and set up for the rigaas ed to stivil upon us as 
unworthy, as not rded other 
sons and daughters of the and "By By the action of those 
who do not know us we are crowded into a corner 
where it is expected we shall assume a poaition of com- 
with the prejudiced feeling that stigmatizes us; 
w our heads in shame; acknowledge that our arents 
made a mistake in bringin us upon the ; and — 
that the craven and cowardly feeling which led to the 
enactment of the law against us is right. ere are 
some few —I blush to it— who) perhaps 
feel thus in their hearts; they are not many; but as for 
- me, while life and reason last, I can but maintain that — 
_ [have a right to be here; that I have the right, and 
- that it is my duty to acknowledge the virtue and the 
_ honor of my parentage, for I know that my father is a 
man of Se te I know that my mother is a woman of 


virtue. ud and prolon plause.) 
are ti is thought — I have 
been informed in conversation’ with an eminent Judge 
of this Territory —by the American cope, that our 
homes should (? constructed upon w lled the 
American idea, and not on the “ iMdrmion id The 
American people will not have our idea of home. The 
idea of home that prevails among the American people 
is very different in different lodal{ties and among differ- 
ent classes of people. It has changed as time hs rolled - 
along. In tracing my ancestry back for nine genera- 
tions upon this land I find that the earliest who came 
occupied it rejoiced in’ many sons and many 
ughters—rejoiced peopling this land of 
that God had given them, and thought it no agro to 
beget offspring, and thought it the first and 
duty to care for the offspring God gave the es 
min But a change came over my an rs, con- 
— to the fashions, to the ss eam of mono- 
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y and their logical consequences and result. My 
ther, the eighth generation, was left the sole male rep- 
resentative of his ak because of that change of dis- 
position, and the name would have been obliterated. 
and been lost, but that he is a 
_ but that he dared to meet the opposition of the world. 
He dared to face that wicked disposition to curtail off- 
spring which has blotted out so many New England 
names, Puritan names, the names of the founders of 
this nation, and in the face of it to infuse a newness of — 
life in the old stock and,give it a start in this late da 
of the nineteenth century, which, I trust to God, will 
never be stayed until the land shall be filled with his 
descendants bearing the name. (Applause.) Where 
this disposition, this fearless courage to step out from 
the ranks as a reformer, does not exist, what is the re- 
sult? Look today at the homes of New England. 
What are they? ‘Too frequently they consist of a dys- 
peptic father, an invalid mother, and one or two spavined 
children.. But note the contrast. In our land among 
our people the home full of brothers and sisters, father 
and mother, and aunts who are loved, who are bound 
together by the tenderest ties of nature and _ kinship, 
who respect each other’s children, who love and honor 
their parents, who are in all respects the equal of any 
that can be found among monogamists. I fearless] 
maintain, my friends and fellow-citizens,; that there is 
as much of every Christian virtue characterizing the 
‘homes of our people—svch homes as that in which I 
was reared —as can be found among any people on this 
earth. (Applause), | 
_.. We, as I have said, are stigmatized by the action 
of the national legislature. But it is said that Con- 
designed to be the friend of such as I, and in sec- 
tion 7 of the Edmunds act provided for the legitima- 
tizing of such as I. I would like to ask the signifi- 
cance of section 7 of the Edmunds law, when it says — 
that the offspring of “ Mormon” marriages— marriages 
that have been solemnized according to the ceremonies 
of the “Mormon” Church—are hereby legitimated? 
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Does it mean that we are to be instated with & social 
standing in society—the best) society—of the land? 
_ Or does it mean to accord to us rights of property only? 
If the latter it was unnecessary. We are-the offspring 
of men of honor and of justice, who i oak no law to 
make them provide equitably for their offspring, (Ap- 
plause.) If the former is intended, thank Congress for 
their disposition towards us. Those who may 
come in the same way since 1883 are equally deserving 
of it. (Applause.) In any event the law is kinder to 
us than those who are sent out to administer it would 
have our fathers be; for in a late ruling we find that — 
while the law recognizes us - fathers must not. (Ap- 
plause.) | 
There is much, my friends, that might be 
this line respecting our situation, but I do not | 
detain this meeting. I see, however, to-day as I never 
saw before the application of that command that came 
from God to his children in an early day: “ Honor thy 
father and thy mother that thy days may be long in 
the land which the Lord, thy giveth thee.” (Ap- 
een God gave us this land. | He led our fathers 
m the States where they were persecuted —not for 
| poly y, but for righteousness sake, for their faith, 
or their religion—and gave them this land in which 
we have come forth and which we own, which we es- 
teem, which we love as our native land. These|/moun- 


long in it we must honor our fathers and mothers. 
(Applause.) How shall we be deserving of the heritage 
that he has marked out for us? Let us maintain the 
fact that our homes are worth more to us than life. It 
is said by those who administer the law here that the 
enactment of the law and decision of the courts is the 
end of the matter. How is it with you and with me? 
The law has named something a crime that I know, as 
I know that I am, is not a crime. (Applause.) ik has 


never been when prescribed and ween un 


er di- 


| 


tains, these valleys, these streams and lakes; this, the 
choicest of all lands, God has given to us. But He has 
said in this commandment in order that we may live 
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vine commandment acrime. It‘will never be while 
time and eternity’ last a crime, and for one I ex- 
pect to see the law that calls it a crime repealed. (Loud 
applause.) There is down in the bottom of things eter- 
nal justice, and it will elaim’ its: own. 
And when that day shall come; my friends and fellow 
citizens, sons and daughters of “ Mormon” polygamy—~ 
when that day of justice shall come we shall be known 
and acknowledged in society and throughout our native 
‘land as legitimate, and deserving the universal respect 
due to merit. (Loud and prolonged applause.) 

Prof. Jos. J. Daynes performed Governor Wright’s March 


on the grand organ in an effective manner. |” 
S RICHARDS. 

Was the next speaker. He said: — 

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND FreLLow CiTizENs:— 


aw in’ hearty sympathy with the sentiments con- 
tained in the Declaration and Protest. Weare aggrieved 


and our grievances are of a serious and important char- 


acter. This cannot be denied by any fair-minded and 
impartial pea who will read our statement and give 
it just and candid consideration. ‘The facts are stated 
in plainness and simplicity facts that should bring the 
blush of shame to the cheeks of men who have occupied 
high places in this Territory; and who-have disgraced 
their positions and dishonored their trusts. | 
‘We are not here to-day for the purpose of revolu- 
tion, nor to declare our independence from the general 


government. We are the sons and daugliters, by birth 


or by adoption, of noble revolutionary sires who stamped 
their Pret im the pillars of their age,and poured 
their heart’s blood into the channels of the public pros- 


perity, that they might bequeath to us the precious her- — 


Itage of freedom and religious liberty. (Applause.) We 
are not slaves nor vassals.“ We do not appeal to our 


countrymen as supplicants for mercy, but as their peers — 


we call to them for justice. We have been grossly abused 
_ and sorely oppressed. We now turn to this great nation 
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of freemen for vindication and redress. Weare ither 
aliens nor traitors and. we utter no words of defiance; 
but. we earnestly declare to the President of this great 
republic, to our fellow-countr ieee to all the world, and 
to Almighty God, that we will no longer submit to these 
without a most (Loud ap- 


ne are told that over fifty millions of people have 


decreed that a certain practice which prevails to\some — 


extent, in this Territory must cease, That this ecree 

may be enforced numerous prosecutions have been in- 

stituted, and some of them pushed to their consumma- 

tion. Insuch cases the court has not. been wae with 
simply inflicting the penalty prescribed b a 

polygamy and unlawful cohabitation, but <b insisted 

that the defendant should declare his i intentions as to 

of the law. | 

vernment may, through its law-makiug 

it oa ibit. certain acts and prescribe punishment 

r the violation of its statutes; but I do not know of 


pi principle of jurisprudence which authorizes the co- | 


ercion of an individual into a pledge for his future |con- 
duct. . Yet. when men are told that they can relieve 
themselves from the greater ar of the punishment by 
making such promises— an n their, refusal to do 
so, are sentenced to the extent of not a |part 
of the punishment inflicted for pening the promise 
_ and not for the commission of the offense? But this is 
not the worst of our judicial grievances, , 

have been, deprived of the pacrad right 
presentation on the grand juries of { pammpaisioe in 
which we live, and are not permitted to sit.in judgment 
on our fellows accused of the offenses, I a named, 
Under this condition of affairs the, Federal officials have 
not been satisfied with prosecuting actual tinder 
against the statute but. have secured the indictment of 
persons who have never violated any Jaw of their epun- 
try.. There are men in this bly whose fathers 
hee ot and bled to establish the form of government 

which we live—men, who been loyal 
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to its institutions and in every respect law-abiding; they 
contracted plural marriages from a sense of. religious 
duty; when there was ‘no law against such unions, and 
have never since lived in violation of any law. Yet 
they are being harassed; annoyed and prosecuted —ay, 


ted —not for any’ unlawfe! act, because they 


committed none, but because of their religious faith. 
Is it to be wondered at’ that we protest against such gross 
injustice? Would-we not be unworthy of the name of 
_ freemen if we could sit supinely by and witness such 


oppression of our fathers, brothers and friends? Butit _ 


is said that we have no’reason for complaint if we are 
not members of the particular class of persons assailed! 
and we are asked how these things concern wus so long 
aS we ourselves are safe. The man who could entertain 
such selfish thoughts’ as these and feel no sympathy for 
the oppressed of his people, because he believed himself 
to be wt Poet the reach of molestation, should be known 
ty as a coward and a miscreant. (Applause.) 

forbid that I should ever see the day nt the 
_ troubles of ‘my’ people are not my own: troubles, and 
their wrongs my wrongs. (Loud applause.) — 

I feel that express e of 
this vast assembly when I say that these are owr wion 
and our grievances, which we ask to have 
and that in n making this appeal we are not pleading for 
- mercy, but as ‘loyal American citizens, are demanding 
justice and our inalienable rights. (Applause.) 

The Edmunds law, which has been so unfairly ad- 
ministered, and the perversion of which has given rise 
to many of the grievances enumerated in the protest, 


was dei ed to produce political: as well as judicial re-— 
sults. The political part of that legislation has been rep-- 
here by five commissioners appointed by the 


President and confirmed by the Senate of the United 
States, Their sole duty under the law, as it’ was plainly 
written in express terms, and as has since been deter- 

mined by the United States Supreme Court, was to fill 
the election and registration offices which were declared 
vacant by the Edmunds act, and to canvass the votes 
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cast; for members of the Legislative Assembly. They 
were vested with no other powers or duties than those 
which I have named. When they made these appoint- 
ments their duty was performed; and the. appointees 
were to act “under the existing laws of the United 
States and the laws of the Territory.” No one of the 
commissioners, nor all of them, had the legal authority — 
to even register a voter or to act;as judge ofan election 
-——much less were they authorized. to direct the regis- 
tration and election officers in the performance of their 
duties, or to supervise elections and determine who — 
were entitled to register and vote. But witha wanton 
disregard of the rights of an entire le, they usurped 
the exercise of most extraordinary legislative and judi- 
cial powers. They assumed that all voters in the Ter- 
ritory were disqualified, and, for, political or : 
reasons, they oye an expurgatory test oath 
every elector had to take or have his name stricken 
from the, registry list. They were not satisfied at de-— 
termining the present status of the voter, but made the 
oath cover the whole life of the individual, thus 
_ the law an ex post facto construction, and illegally ex-. 
cluding from the. polls thousands of men and women 
who were, legal. voters and law-abiding citizens.; In | 
this materially changed the effect .of certain 
laws of the Territory, and instead of permitting jtheir | 
appointees to perform their duties “under the existing 
laws,” as they had’ sworn to do, they required them to 
violate the plain provisions of those laws, and exercise 
functions and powers which had never been committed 
to them, and which rendered them liable for damages, 
because of their illegal and unauthorized doings. 
others still more flagrant an 1 ¥ 
betallp 1882 the offices of Territorial) Auditor and 
_ Treasurer, were created by an act of the. Legislative 
Assembly, and these officers were made elective by the 
joint vote of that body. In 1878 the law was so changed 
as to provide for filling these offices by the direct vote 
of the people, the governor of the Territory approving 
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both of these acts. The Territorial officers were elected 


| poem to.the later statute until the arrival of the 


mmissioners, who, in| 1883, gravely declared that the 


—aets of the making them elective were in 
the 


conflict with Organie Act of the Territory, and 
therefore invalid ; and this was done that the Governor 


might fill the offices by his The commis: 


sioners were well aware of the utter absence of all 


authority in law for such action on, their but knew 


_ that they could enforce their, void decree by preventing 


the canvass'of votes cast for the officers named. They 
adopted . this. method, and so completely nullified a 
solemn act of the Governor and. Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory — an act too which had received the 
implied sanction of Congress and indirectly the approval 


of the Supreme Court of the United States; but these 
circumstances were of no consequence to those:impos : 


personages, for in the plenitude of their arroga 


_ power they were not to be daunted by trifles!. I need 
not remind /you, that it is with great reluctance, and 


only when there is no.other alternative, that courts « 


competent jurisdiction asstime to set aside legislative | 


acts, for it is the nullification by one branch of the 
puneenen of the expressed will of. a co-ordinate 


- branch, That such a thing should be attempted by 


five unauthorized persons, who had not a vestige of 
either ‘legislative or judicial power, is a most appalling 
instance of usurpation, and has hardly a parallel in 
American history. (Loud applause)... 
These gentlemen have not'only. med to act as 
legislators and judges but they have, assumed to. be 


charged by the general government with the arduous 


duty of suppressing polygamy in the Territory of Utah, 
There is no authority in the i for any: pl 
tion, it can only be found by reading between the lines. 


In making these criticisms I have reference only 


to their efficial acts, for personally the Commissioners 
are amiable and pleasant ypeatisensn -but.I ask you, my 
fellow citizens, what confidence you can; have in them 
as public officers with such a record of their official 
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career. (A voice,“ None at all,” and thrilling applause.) 
‘These are not the only enormitis pe ted ‘by or 
through the Edmunds law. Let me briefly 
attention to some others. Before the age of the 
bill its enactment was vociferously demanded by ‘self- 
constituted and self-righteous reformers, in the cause of 
human morality. According to the disinterested asser- 
tions of these high priests of virtue, the aim and! object 


of the proposed law was to abolish social ms pa | 


which was, as they declared, utterly inconsisent wit 

the civilization of this enlightened age. Thestatute— 
being created in such an immaculate cause— was to be 
b and impartial, and its phraseology ‘clearly indi- 
cated a general application, for in express terms 


it applies to every male person ‘who cohalits with — 


more than one woman. But when the Commission- 
ers, in their extensive majesty, came to construe 


the political part of the enactment ‘they inserted | 
those memorable words, “in the marriage rélation.” “The 


tices of Latter-day Saints had prompted the 
of the law, and in a burst of unselfishness worthy of a 
nobler cause, the Commissioners determined that none 
but “Mormons” should be favored with permission to 


fully and mysteriously made for the exclusion of! Mor- 


- mons” and the admission of libertines ‘and harlvts, re- 


mained in force until the Supreme Court of the United 


_ @ome within ‘its provisions. Their test oath, so wonder- 


States emphatically overthrew their autocratic decrees. 


You all remember the decision which was'rendered by 


that august tribunal; and doubtless noticed how quickly, 


following its utterance, the test oath was modified by 
the elimination of those startling words, which had 


ste been used with such exquisite and success- 


- But in addition to these extra-judicial efforts, rul- 
ings and decisions have been pronounced from the 
bench: The deductions drawn the law, and the 
constructions given to it by the Chief’ Justice lof the 
Supreme Court of the Territory, have been enunciated 
many times of late from the judgment seat. I have 
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had. the honor of listening to, the interpretation of the 
law from his own lips on more than one occasion, even 
within the present week; and if I understand his decis- 
ions, they declare with more or less emphasis and dis- 
tinctness that a man can only be guilty of unlawful co- 
habitation when he lives with two or more women, and 
holds them out as hiswives. 

It has been proclaimed this very day, by counsel 
for the prosecution, within the temple consecrated to 
Justice, that the object of this law was. not. tg prohibit 
brothels, nor to punish sexual crimes—that. it was 
simply and solely to prevent a man from living with 
two or more woman as his wives. If this be so,a 
man may live with any number of women as his mis- 
tresses and yet not. violate: the law so long as he ac- 
knowledges but one as his, wife. And such. is the great 
moral measure which was,to purify the “Mormon” 
social atmosphere! Whataspectacle! ails 
-. Lam not here to call in question the ruling of the 
Court in this matter. The.precedent which has. been 
established will remain the law ‘in that Court until re- 
versed by another judge, or overruled by the decision 
of a superior court. But while I am. willing to accord 


all the deference which a citizen, or asworn member of 
the bar, is required to give to, judicial interpretations, I 


cannot feel that I am: annihilated, nor am I willing to 
be silenced by these decisions, On, the contrary, I pro- 
pose that here and now, with one, resounding voice, we 
appeal from that decision to. the great American peoovle. 
(Loud and paskinges applause.) We will ask them— 
and our.voices will be reverberated: from, every wood, 
’ from every hill and from every + apa yea, the echo will 

be carried by the winds from the summits of yon lofty 


peaks, as: they. lift their headsjto kiss the bending clouds 


—whether they as freemen, and the sons of freemen 
and patriots, will permit their fellow-ecountrymen to be 
_ subjected to such an unfair and partizan interpretation 
of a public.statute. We will them, if it shall be 
recorded as history that. this act, was. made for us alone? 
If the lance of law is pointed with, steel for the “Mor- 
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_ store for you and me, but of this there canbe no dou ar 
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mon” visor and with lead for every other opponent? . 
If the sale intention of the law-makers was to destroy _ 
“Mormon” homes and: families, while licentiousness 
should flourish in places high and low, and lascivious- — 
ness run riot in the land, without legal condemnation? . 
That their answer will be worthy of the greatest nation 
in the world we sincerely hope and fervently 57a 


Our wrongs are themselves more eloquent than any 
human utterance. Not even the masterly’ oratory of 
Cicero or Clay, Demosthenes or Webster, could | paint 
them in all their appalling magnitude. | With’ this fact 
ever present in my mind—when I contemplate the en- 
ormity of the oppression and the extent of the suffer- 
ing—TI realize how tame my words must sound and 
feel myself abashed and silenced’) 
In conclusion I have but to say that whatever may 
be the result of what we shall do this day, time will — 
vindicate’ our’ action and_ history’ will do us’ justice. 
From the bigotry and darkness of to-day we appeal'to 


the sunlight and intelligence of the great to-morrow. 


The spears of oppression are pointed agairist us and 

nt a solid front, but a just and merciful Providence 
will patt them and the phalanx will break. I have not 
the prophetic vision to see what Almighty God h 


somewhere in His sublime omniscience He has 1 


justice for us all. (Applause. 


| 
So long as the san shel beam in effulgen ory 
t 


gi 
from yonder heavens and the stars shall shine in/ sil 


majesty upon a listening earth—so long our will 
eurvive, and, in its eternal truth, at last prevail. |Then 
in the infinity of God’s events, wrong ‘shall be!sw 
away as thistle-down before the wind; and the right 
shall ride triumphant to her exalted destiny. | 
Once more with heart and soul, I pledge m 
this Declaration and Protest; whatever ma 
ate i fate they will not be lost, but will f 
e years that are to come. God speed them on'their way. 


‘The speaker sat down amid loud and prolonged applause. 
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Was the nextispeaker. He said:— pray 
Mr. CHAIRMAN AND Crrizens:—- 
_.. We to-day are. exercising the rights of free men; 
nay, I would better say that we are exercising or is- 
charging the duties of free men. (Applause.) For 


whenever oppression shall rear its head, or the hand of 
tyranny shall aim a blow at liberty, it becomes the im- 


perative duty of every freeman to resist that oppression, | 
and to stay the hand of tyranny. (Applause.) And | 


in this work no voice can afford to remain silent. Be-’ 
cause the circumstances surrounding some of us are 
-sueh that we do not come within the prosecution of 

laws that are enacted against this people, or because, 
perhaps, the acts of oppression do not igiaten us per- 
sonally —on that account we cannot afford to remain 
silent, to sit idly by, while the liberties of one class of 
_ people are assailed. Those who would preserve their 


own liberties from oppression must insist that every. 


man shall have his freedom respected. (“ Hear, hear” 
and applause.) Therefore, throughout the Territory of 
Utah to-day, the people are assembled for the purpose 
of protesting against the extraordinary effort that is be- 
ing made to curse the Territory of Utah with political 
serfdom and religious a. (Applause.) You 
have heard portrayed to you this day the story of our 
wrongs. You have heard the complaints that we have 
had to make of treatment that we have received from 
the hands of the general Government for years that are 
past. It has been told in manly, eloquence, and the 
statements cannot be gainsaid or denied, Of nothing 
can we more justly complain than of the acts of those 
who have been sent to rule and govern in our midst. 
It is, as is stated in this document —in this Declaration ~ 
of Grievances and Protest — that those who have been. 
sent into our midst to govern in this Territory and to 
execute the laws have allied themselves with political 
adventurers and with priests who have imbibed a hatred 
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that amounts to bitterness against the “ sisal 
ion-and people. I ask you to look over the histo 
the governors who have been sent into our midst, 
if you will make a few honorable exceptions, tell : 
you can if they have ever sought to gain the confidence 
.of the people among whom they came to govern, or. 
have they ever had the interests of the people at an 
(Several voices—‘“ Never, no never.”) Then if that be 
true is it not time that we protest against such m 
ing sent to govern us? (Applause.) To no individual 
.governor of this Territory does this language of| the 
protest apply with more force than to our present ex-' - 
ecutive. ‘(Applause.) ‘His reports to the Secretary of 
the Interior; his articles contributed to the press abroad; 
his interviews with reporters on the “Mormon” ques- 
tion; his statements made in our midst —all of them 
bear out the accusation that we haye made. It was 

' said of Mary, Queen of England, that she was so grieved 
over the loss of the city of Calais that she remarked, 
when approaching her death, that if her heart could be 

_ . geen the word Calais would be found written upon it. 

_ There is a circumstance that has happened in the) life 
of our present governor that should besimilarly branded 
upon his conscience if not upon his heart. (Applause.) 
I refer to the despotic effort that was made to do violence 
to the exp wishes of the people of this Territory 
in the matter of electing a delegate to Congress — that . 
those figures upon which he based his decision on that 
occassion should be so branded upon his front that 
could be read of all men, and that wherever he went he 
could be pointed to as a man who in a free republic — 
sought to defeat the expressed will of the people. (Ap- 
plause.) That, together with the effort that was made | 

: | to snatch the Territorial officers from those in w 
| the people had trusted, and to confer them upon 
| of his own appointing, should never be forgotten. — 
again there are other serious charges, as intima 
~ one of the speakers who preceded me, or as stat 
least in the protest that you have heard. 
It appears from the Edmunds bill that it: 
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intention of Congress to dispense with the services of 
the Utah Commission as soon. as the registration and 
election offices should be filled by provisions made by. 
the Territorial Legislature which was to be elected un- 
der the supervision of thisCommission. The Territorial 
Legislature —all monogamists and elected by the mon- 

mists of Utah —drew up a bill ens for the 
filling of — and election offices in conformity 


with or to the Edmunds law, and other acts of Congress ; 


but when it was presented to the executive he vetoed ~ 


the measure, and the Commission has been retained in 
this Territory contrary to the intentions of Congress; 
and when such despotic acts as these, which not only 
defeat, or attempt to defeat, the expressed wish of the 
people of the Territory, but go so far as to defeat the 
acts of Congress, it becomes time that we protest against 
such measures as these. (Applause. ae 3 
We now come to the Edmunds Act itself, which 
became a law on the 22nd of March, 1882. The first 
section describes and provides for the punishment of | 
polygamy. The third section, as we understood it, un- 
til a late interpretation of the Courts, meant to punish 
men who cohabit with more than one woman whether 
nthe marriage relation or outside of it. But as exprunded 
in the interpretation of the Court, and as explained by 
the speaker who preceded me (Mr. Richards), it appears 
that we misunderstood the law. We thought that Con- 
, out of a decent respect for the opinions of man- - 
kind, and that this act might not appear to be special 
legislation —avplying to the “Mormons” alone—we 
understood that they put section three into it to reach 
both Jew and Gentile as well as the “Mormons.” But 
if the interpretation of the courts be true then we are 
mistaken, and the act meant us and us alone. (Ap- 


plause.) We thought it was enacted in the general in-. © 


terests of morality; but instead of that we find it a cruel 
measure aimed at an institution of religion. (Applause.) 
It is stated in our Declaration of Grievances that 
plural marriage was publicly taught and publicly prac- 
tised in all good faith by the Latter-day Saints ten years 


| 
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before any law of Congress was enacted against it, and 
that after the law of Gongress was enpetad it was pen- 
erally believed to be unconstitutional, not only by} the 
i here, but, judging from the-actsi of Federal | offi- 
cials, it: would appear that they, too, doubted its consti- 
tutionality. So that we were twenty-seven years with- 
out knowing that there wus a constitutional law /pro- — 
hibiting this part and this feature of our religion. | Dur- 
ing that twenty-seven years we might say a new civili- 
zation sprung up, based upon the or of cogs Hes a 
man to have, under proper circu ces, more than 
one wife. Women whose virtue cannot be questioned 
(applause); women whose moral senses had not 
blanted; womén of the purest character — chara 
based upon a high Christian education— entered’ into 
that principle with hdhesty of heart, believing that th 
were doing God’s will. (Applause.) A numerous off- 
spring was the result of their union, as if God Almighty 
himself wished specially to set His seal of approval up- 
on that order of marriage—(applause)—and | thus 
around this institution grew up hémes, and although 
they may be different from the home of the capitalist © 
in the east, or the le abroad, nevertheless they are 
homes. (Ap aus) hat word home has ever been 
dear to Anglo-Saxon people; and in those homes all 
the sanctity that abides about him anywhere is to be 
found. . These institutions are not brotheis where foster 
the vile and loathsome diseases that are cursing the 
human race; these homes are not harems where dwell 
the unwilling victims of insatiate lust; but these are 
homes where Christian principles are inculcated, and 


_ where the moral precepts of the gospel of the immacu- 


late Redeemer are practised.and revered. (Ap lause.) 
And now comes an enactment of Congress which, if ex- 
ecuted in the spirit yt is given to it by those who ex- 
pound it in our courts; disrupt these homes and destroy _ 
them, and when an effort of that kind is made, to invade. 
the sanctity of the home circle, is it not time that we 
protest against such unhallowed proceedings? 
applause.) Then, we protest against this en 
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Congress being crowded upon us in the spirit in which 
it is interpreted here 
Still further. Look at the efforts, and the kind of 
efforts, that are being made to accomplish: that which 
- we are told was the end, the grand consummation that 
was to be reached by the passage of the Edmunds bill! 
You find marshals scouring ‘the Territory in its’ va- 
rious parts; You find them employing’.spies and spot- 
ters. You find. them questioning the children upon the 
streets. You find them employing disreputable ehar- 
‘acters to work up cases against their neighbots. You 
find them perpetrating all these undignified acts in 
order to execute this: law which, if it was the intention 
of Congress to have administered in the'spirit in which 
it is being administered, with all due respect to Congress 
and the United States, is infamous—(applause)— and 


while this effort is being made to destroy these families | 


and to drag honored citizens—virtuous' men and 
women—to the loathsome association of the thief, the 
murderer, and he who has disgraced himself in the eyes 


of society, the paramour of mistresses, the visitor of 


brothels, must not be meddled with! Arethe judges 
determined that prostitution shall not be interfered 
with? It would appear to me that it is now too late in 
the history of the world to expect that these unhallowed 


proceedings will accomplish the object for which they 
are set on foot. Tell me if you can, when:have oppres- 


sive measures controlled the consciences of men suc- 
cessfully, and caused them to deny that which they 


honestly believed to be the word and the will of God? 


For over three centuries the scarlet robed mistress of the 
world—the empire of Rome — waged an ungodly war- 
fare against the numerically insignificant Christiabs. 
They sawed them asunder; they cast them into dens of 
wild beasts to be torn apart; they passed: prescriptive 
law after prescriptive law, and oppressed them in every 
conceivable manner, but: they were unable to crush out 
that which they believed God had revealed. (Applause.) 
After their history is passed, you come down to the dark 
ages, when men began to think differently from the 
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established ideas of the large majority of the world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons/as the 

were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could imvent to inflict 


punisbment upon his fellow man was brought to con- : 


tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 


ormation, though baptized in blpod, worked its way in _ 


the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no propitets I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going to make, I am) willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were blished. 
(Great applause.) 
We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
rights in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 


our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be-° 


__ lieve He requires our worship of us., (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, 


the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
kind. (“ Hear, hear” and applause.) 3 

3 We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy, 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend _ for 


them, and seek to establish them. (Applause.) We . 


have thrown our arms around the. pillars of 


the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with | 


a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 


shall not be torn away from these pillars of ‘the Temple — 


of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us: (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and free peo- 
| 


rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of - 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of a m or oppressors—let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 
Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 
The CHarrMAN asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
Mr. T. G. Wesser said: It is proposed that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carng, Joan W. Taytor and 
Jonn Q. Cannon, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- — 
position was unanimously adopted. 
The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 
Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 
the afternoon. | | 
The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor SHarp, 
Bishop 0. F. pronounced the 
-BENEDICTION. 


QO God the Eternal Father, at thé close of these — 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of — 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We | 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 
triots, the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 


al 
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fathers, the founders of this great government, who 


'. fought and bled and sacrificed to preserve inviolate and 


bequeath to their children the sacred blessings of lib-— 
erty and equality which Thou didst give them! power to 
establish upon this goodly land; we pray that the fires” 
of patriotism now burning in our breasts may never be 
extinguished, but may only grow brighter and warmer 
as our years do grow. God! make steadfast our feet in 
truth and jrighteousness. May we never desert nor 


pe recreant to Thy cause, but ever be firm and faith- 


ul, merciful and just, petsenaine and maintaining the 
rights of all men as our own, and by a yaliant, upright 
and consistent course be enabled to hand down to pos- 


terity, pure and unsullied, the precious | which 
has descended to us. And when traitors tyrants 
shall seek to trample in the mire t pure principles 


of freedom and justice, may we be found among those 
who will plant their feet upon the Rock of Truth and 


lift them into the sunlight of everlasting liberty. . May 


we be worthy of our lineage, of the noble cause we have 
espoused, and never be found trampling on the de- 
fenseless. | Accept of the offerings of our hearts 
this day, |and may our prayers, our pprests and 
our memorial of grievances ascend unto Thy throne as 
a savor of life unto life, as a lasting testimony of our 


wrongs and a solemn warning to our oppressors. Bless 


Israel, Thy people; comfort them in their trials, and 
give them patience to endure all things that will be for 
their good and the more speedy triumph of Thy great 
work, Bless the honest, the pure-hearted and patriotic 
among the American people and throughout the world; 
and may all that has been said and} done in this meet- 
ing be accepted of Thee, and redound to the|welfare of 
Thy people and the human us with 
Thy blessing, and let Thy and protecting care 


hover over us from henceforth. These favors and mer- 
cies we ask, heavenly Father, and give thanks and 
glory unto Thee for all that we have and are, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen. 
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| ‘Israelis Origin of the Latter-da Saints. 


By ELper GEORGE REYNOLDS. 


This exhaustive inquiry into the lineage of the Latter-day Saintsshould 


be read by every member of the Church. The providences of God in 
the dispersion of His ancient people, and the fulfillment of pro- 
phecy relating to their latter-day gathering, areshowninsuch 
_ Clear light as to leave no room to doubt their Israelitish origin. 
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represented in 
Besides Cofttaining the best seleGted articles, taken from the lead- 


American English Magazines, upon Historical, Biographical, 
Scientific subjects, and the best Reviews, Essays Poetry, 


; rewarded the efforts of the Publishers, and ehcourages the 
determination to develop still further the utility 
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‘The Most Eminent Authors are Represented in the Pages of 


A Monthly Magazine of the Best Reading 


PRICE 16 CENTS MONTHLY, $1. 560 A YEAR. 
$2 LARGE OCTAVO PAGES. | 
‘The First Volume Commenced with the 1884. 


The LITERARY Seliasian: was established for tiles purpose of raising 


the standard of popular reading among our nedpiet and its 
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ee aprvuraging g a taste for and introducing something better and more | 


nits stead. The leading writers of day. will be found . 


interesting 
pages in some of their best 


Sketches of “Travel and Discovery, Chapters an Natural History, 
Short Stories, etc., no topic of interest to the 


__, the home circle will be omitted. 


The rapidly increasing circulation which the JoURNAL ws ~ fon 
Bh its commencement, testifies to the gratifying success whic ° 
in the 


the Magazine. 
No effort, research or expense will be spared} the Publishers in 


making the "LITERARY JOURNAL a First-Class | agazine, im every 


” respect worthy the patronage of every family. It will be indispensable. 
to every one who wishes to keep pace with the events and intellectual’. 


= of the time, or to cultivate in himself or his’ family ered 


ntelligence and liter = taste. We only ask that the Journal 
| bo be appreciated by a 


lovers of good reading. 
Your children will read the trashy literature which Ao the | 
country unless supplied with reading of a higher order, 


terms regarding the interesting and instructive 
of PaRRY’s LITERARY JOURNAL. 
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of the large orld 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, on ond every instru- 


ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to inflict 
punishment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the Sieeala popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no ptophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going tomake, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this- people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) wh 
_ We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
righis in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- | 
lieve He requires our worship of us,. (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, | 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing te grant to all man- — 
kind. (“Hear, hear” and applause.) 
We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
them, and seek to establish them: (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the pillars of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for) one I have, with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and a peo- 
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al who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of oppression or oppressors—let us in the 
. name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this eciaretion of | 


Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 


The CHarrMAN asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the mplising was 

absolutely deafening. | 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said; It is eben that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carne, Jonn W..Taytor and 
JoHNn Q. CANNON, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to The 
position was unanimously adopted. | 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 


the afternoon. 
The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor Suanr, 


adjourned. 
Bishop O. F. Wurryey the 


BENEDICTION. 


© God the Eternal Father, at the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
_ we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 
triots, the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the 


and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to inflict 
punishment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no pPophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going to make, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- * 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) 1 | 
We are to-day contending for our constituti 
rights in this land. We are contending for the 
,lo worship Almighty God according to the dicta 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 
lieve He requires our worship of us.. (Applause.) |We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, _ 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of | 
the United States—(applause)—and that libcrty 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all. 
kind. (“Hear, hear” and appla pvusrady 
We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have 
taught to revere and respect. We do not pro 
rebel against these institutions, but | contend 
them, and seek to establish em (Applause.)-| We 
have thrown our arms around the pillars) of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for' one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have-—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and frec/peo- 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of or oppressors —let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 
Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) | | 
CHarrman asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. | | 
_ Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is proposed that a dele- 

gation composed of Joun T. Caring, W..Taytor and 
Joun Q. Cannon, be appointed by this meeting to carry. 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- 
position was unanimously adopted. 
_ The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman: Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 
the afternoon. | | | 

The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor Suarp, 

Bishop O. F. Wuitney pronounced the 


BENEDICTION. 


O God the Eternal Father, at the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 
patriots, the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to inflict 
punishment upon his fellow man was brought: 
tend against the faith of those reformers. . But 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no prophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going to make, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
We are to-day contending for our consti 
rights-in this land. .We are contending for the 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 
lieve He requires our worship of us. . (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, _ 
aa rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that \ 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to al] man- 
kind. (“ Hear, hear” and applause.) 

We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 


taught to revere and respect. We do not pro to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
them, and seek to establish them, (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the pill of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 


a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and free peo- 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of a or oppressors —let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 


Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 


Carman asked the audience if they were 
‘satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is proposed that a dele- é 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carng, Jonn W..Taytor and | 
Joun Q. Cannon, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The ih 

position was unanimously adopted. | 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 


the afternoon. — 
The meeting was then, on sete of Mayor SHARP, 


adjourned. 
Bishop O. F. WuitTnry pronounced the 


BENEDICTION. 


O God the Eternal Father, at. the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 
— the Maker of the world and the Father of the 

uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could imvent to inflict 
punishment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in — 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no prophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going to make, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
-eomplish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) 

_ We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
rights in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 


‘ _ our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 


lieve He requires our worship of us.. (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, _ 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
kind. (“ Hear, hear” and applause.) 

_ We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
. them, and seek to establish them. (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the pillars of 
the: Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and pe peo- 
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ple, who have never yet. learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of PP hat or oppressors—let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 


Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 

The Cuaran asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of thé Declaration and Protest. 


He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea — 


of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is penne that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Care, Joun W. Taytor and 
JoHn Q. CANNON, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. © The pro- 
position was unanimously adopted. 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 


Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during . 


the afternoon. 
- The meeting was then, on motion of “ad SHARP, 
Bishop O. F. Wurtney pronounced the 
-BENEDICTION. 


O God the Eternal Father, at the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afterrioon. We 
thank " Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 


we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the - 


triots, the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to inflict 
punisbment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 


- tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 


prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 


- . gm no ptophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
- in the prediction that I am going to make, I am willing 


that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 


‘sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 


complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) 

We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
rights in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 
lieve He,requires our worship of us.. (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, _ 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
,,and applause.) 
_ We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to _ 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
them, and seek tg establish them. (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the, pillars of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unlegs they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and freo peo- 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before _ 
the mandates of oppression or oppressors—let us in the © 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just — 

- rights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of | 
Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 


The CuarrMan asked the audience if they were 
_ satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the was 
absolutely deafening. 
‘Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is pected that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carne, Jonn W..Taytor and 
Joun Q. Cannon, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- 
- position was unanimously adopted. 
The choir sang the national hymn, "Manet! 
Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 
- the afternoon. | 
The meoting. was then, on motion of Mayor SuaRr, | 


adjourned. | 
Bishop 0. F. pronounced the 


BENEDICTION. 


‘ O God the Eternal Father, at. the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 

atriots, the Maker of the world and the Father,of the 

1uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as| they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to icon 


punishment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no prophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going tomake,I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) erly 

We are to-day contending for ,our constitutional 
righis in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 
lieve He requires our worship of us.. (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the saine privileges, — 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
kind. (“ Hear, hear” and applause.) 

We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We eb to us the spirit of. the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not: pro 
rebel against these institutions, but conten 
them, and seek to establish them. (Applause. 
have thrown our arms around the pilla 
the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple © 
of ca unless they drag the Pp lars with us. (Great 


applause.) Then in the name of a united and peo- 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of op at or oppressors —let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
rights, give our votes to sustain this apmepyeton of 
Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) 


The Cuarman asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid | 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is tinteil that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carns, Jonn W. Taytor and 
JoHN Q. Cannon, be appointed by this meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- 
position was unanimously adopted. 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 


the afternoon. 
The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor SHARP, 


adjourned. 
Bishop F. Warrver pronounced the | 


BENEDICTION. 


© God the Eternal Father, at. the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
_ Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 

thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 

triots, ‘the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
human race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority-of the |world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called. into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could invent to inflict 
punisbment upon his fellow man was brought to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers. But did it 
prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, the Ref- 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no ptophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going tomake, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of lence, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres- 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) 

We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
rights in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the way we be- 
lieve He requires our worship of us. | (Applause) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same pri meges, 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens o 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
kind. (“Hear, hear” and applause.) 

We are entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We » ae to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men hairs been. 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
them, and seek to establish them. (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the pillars of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the p lars with us. (Great 
applause.) ‘Then in the name of a united and free peo- 
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ple, who have never yet learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of oppression or oppressors—let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
ights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 
Grievances and Protest. (Loud applause.) , 
Carman asked the audience if they were 
satisfied with the discussion, and if they. were’ ready to 
vote upon. the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was a moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is proposed that a dele- 
gation composed of Jomn T. Carne, Jonn W.. Taytor and 
Joun Q. Cannon, be appointed by this. meeting to carry 
the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- | 
position was unanimously adopted. 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

. Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 
the afternoon. | | 

The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor SHarp, 


Bishop 0. F. Warrvey pronounced the 
BENEDICTION. 


© God the Eternal Father, at the close of these 
_ proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 

triots, the Maker of the world and the Father of-the 
uman race;. the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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established ideas of the large majority of the) world, 
and in order to reform these turbulent persons as they 
were esteemed, the inquisition was called into requisi- 
tion. Thumbscrews, racks, gibbets, and every instru- 
ment that the ingenuity of man could imvent to inflict 
punishment upon his fellow man was brought ‘to con- 
tend against the faith of those reformers: But did it 
_ prevail? No. In spite of the effort of popery, 
ormation, though baptized in blood, worked its way in 
the hearts of the honest and was established. Now, I 
am no ptophet, I lay claim to no prophetic powers, but 
in the prediction that I am going to make, I am willing 
that my judgment be guided by the lamp of experience, 
I am willing to judge the future by the past, and in do- 
ing that I solemnly proclaim to you that these oppres-— 
sive measures enacted against this people will not ac- 
complish the object for which they were established. 
(Great applause.) 
We are to-day contending for our constitutional 
rights in this land. We are contending for the right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences, and worship Him in the = we be- 


lieve He requires our worship of us... (Applause.) We 
are contending for our homes; for the same privileges, | 
rights and immunities that are granted to all citizens of 
the United States—(applause)—and that liberty that 
we ask for ourselves, we are willing to grant to all man- 
kind. (Hear, hear” and applause.) | 

_ Weare entering upon a noble struggle—a worthy 
undertaking. We draw to us the spirit of the institu- 
tions of our country, that we as young men have been 
taught to revere and respect. We do not propose to 
rebel against these institutions, but contend for 
them, and seek to establish them. (Applause.) We 
have thrown our arms around the pillars of 
the Temple of Liberty, and for one I have with 
a firm decree—I trust you have—resolved that we 
shall not be torn away from these pillars of the Temple 
of Liberty unless they drag the pillars with us. (Great 
applause.) Then in the name of a united and free peo- 
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| ad whoyhave never yet" learned to bow the knee before 
the mandates of or oppressors let us in the 
name of a people of that kind, contending for our just 
. Tights, give our votes to sustain this Declaration of 
Guibas and Protest. (Loud applause.) 


The CHArRMAN asked the audience if they were 
_ satisfied with the discussion, and if they were ready to 
vote upon the adoption of the Declaration and Protest. 
He then presented the motion for adoption. , The sea 
of hands that went up in response was @ moving solid 
mass, and the “Aye” accompanying the uplifting was 
absolutely deafening. | 

Mr. T. G. Wesper said: It is pelopaniil that a dele- 
gation composed of Jonn T. Carne, Jonn W. Taytor and 

Joun Q. CANNON, be appointed by this meeting to carry 

the Protest and Declaration to Washington. The pro- 
position was unanimously adopted. 

The choir sang the national hymn, “America.” 

Chairman Carne thanked the choir, Professor 
Daynes and the bands for the music furnished during 
the afternoon. 

The meeting was then, on motion of Mayor SHarp, 

Bishop O. F. Wurrney pronounced the 


-BENEDICTION. 


O God the Eternal Father, at. the close of these 
proceedings we desire to return unto Thee the thanks 
and gratitude of our hearts for the manifestation of 
-Thy power that has been with us this afternoon. We 
thank Thee for the noble sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed, for the Spirit which has inspired them; and 
we pray Thee, O God of Israel, the God of the 

triots, the Maker of the world and the Father of the 
uman race; the Inspirer of the hearts of our fore- 
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